ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 22, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 18
Introduced by the Human Services, County Services and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO CONTRACT WITH CAPITAL AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES AND 
LEGAL SERVICES OF SOUTH CENTRAL MICHIGAN TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR 
AN EVICTION DIVERSION PROGRAM IN THE 54A DISTRICT COURT FOR 
CERTAIN TAX DELINQUENT PROPERTIES IN LANSING
RESOLUTION # 16 – 492

WHEREAS, Ingham County and its residents in Lansing have been especially hit hard by the housing & economic crisis; and

WHEREAS, there are a number of properties impacted by tax foreclosure as a result of non-payment of rent by the tenant occupants; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Treasurer continuously works to improve the outcome for families facing the negative impact of poverty and tax foreclosure through financial education, counseling and connections to the Social Services safety net; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Legal Services of South Central Michigan(LSSCM) and Capital Area Community Services (CACS) have a track record of helping tenants avoid eviction and the negative impacts on the families and properties; and

WHEREAS, the eviction diversion program has been running in the 55th District Court in Mason, but not in Lansing which experiences five times the incidence of eviction; and

WHEREAS, the Treasurer’s Office has witnessed the value of collaborative efforts between DHHS, LSCCM and CACS to tax delinquent property owners and renters throughout Ingham County as it concerns the prevention of tax foreclosure; and

WHEREAS, eviction diversion efforts can be linked with consumer protection efforts for predatory Land Contracts to better understand the rental and land contract situation in Lansing; and 

WHEREAS, a program in the 54A District Court would stabilize tenant and the landlord financial standing by linking efforts to Financial Literacy and also lessen the incidence of tax foreclosure and eviction.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Treasurer to contract with CACS and LSSCM for 2016-2017, to provide support for a pilot Eviction Diversion Program in the 54A District Court in the amount of $30,000 to be taken from the Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund.  Funding to be split according to agreement of both parties in accordance with staffing levels and existing County support.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners and County Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  McGrain, Tennis, Hope

          Nays:  Koenig, Nolan     Absent:  Banas, Case Naeyaert     Approved  11/14/2016
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Tsernoglou, Hope

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Bahar-Cook, Maiville     Approved  11/15/2016
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Bahar-Cook, Tennis, McGrain, Crenshaw, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Anthony, Case Naeyaert     Approved  11/16/2016

